ties; 2?, when these means, instead of rendering the tongue dry and crusted, the thirst more ardent, the skin hotter, and the phe* nomena from nervous derangement more severe, produce a diminution of these symptoms, softness of the pulse, and dispose to a beneficial diaphoresis; but it will be necessary to stop at the mo. ment when the tongue, the skin, the pulse, and feelings of anxiety,
give the signal of super.excitation; 3?, when the febrile period has terminated, and the patient has fallen into a state of extreme weakness, which cannot be attributed to sufferance from an in. flamed viscus ; that is, properly speaking, the commencement of convalescence; 4?, lastly, when no hope remains, and the congestions increase with astonishing rapidity, in spite of the employ, ment of the most powerful revulsives. But The griping pains which women recently delivered suffer, nearly resemble those which accompany puerperal fever : they are sometimes even more insupportable than those of labour; but they may be distinguished by the regular course of the other attendant circumstances, and by the intervals of a total absence of pain in the first case; whilst this exists constantly in the latter, notwithstanding the remissions of the fever. We should be also attentive to the returns of shivering, of pain and uneasiness; and it is on the recurrence of these only that we should begin to experience alarm. We may, however, briefly state that Dr. Fischer considers that the rupture of the heart took place gradually, and that it commenced when the patient had the first paroxysm of pain. He attributes the supposed spasms of the stomach to the violent distension of the muscular fibres of the heart; and he explains the recurrence of the paroxysms to the occasional causes to which the patient was exposed on these occasions: as walking against the wind; the shaking of a rough carriage on a stony road; and, lastly, the efforts he made to sing in a loud tone of voice in church. The rupture he supposes, from its being more extensive externally than internally, to have commenced from without, and extended inwards during each paroxysm ; until, on the most internal fibres giving way (probably when he started up in bed and grasped the nurse), effusion of blood into the pericardium, and death, ensued.
